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Abstract 

The research dataset described in the article was based on photographs and transcrip-
tion of a textual record from Latin syllabi for classes at the Gdańsk Academic Gymnasi-
um. The syllabi concern the years 1645/1648/1652/1653. Th e or iginal document is  he ld 
in the collection of the Gdańsk Library of the Polish Academy of Sciences [reference 
number: Ma 3920 8o]. The collected research material can be used for studying the prac-
tical use of persuasion art by the members of the old Gdańsk urban community.
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Specification table (data records)

Subject area Humanities

More specific subject 
area Neo-Latin studies

Type of data Text, photographs

How the data was 
acquired transcription, photography 

Data format txt, docx, jpg, xlsx

Data Descriptor
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Experimental factors –

Experimental features 

The original spelling was unified based on modern Latin 
dictionaries; the text is a transcription of printed syllabi 
published in the 17th century; the Latin from the syllabi is 
supposedly the one used by the professors of the Academic 
Gymnasium in Gdańsk; the language is typical, both in terms 
of vocabulary and syntax, for the Gdańsk scholarly milieu of 
the time

Data source location MOST Wiedzy Open Research Catalog, Gdańsk University of 
Technology, Gdańsk, Poland

Data accessibility 31.12.2020

Background

The research dataset “Rhetoric at school  – selection of syllabi from the Academic 
Gymnasium in Gdańsk – transcription and photographs” was created as part of my re-
search on rhetoric in the urban community of eighteenth-century Gdańsk. All of the 
described syllabi were published in one binding and form part of the old prints collection 
of the Gdańsk Library of the Polish Academy of Sciences (reference number: Ma 3920 8o; 
order of prints in the binding: 106, 107, 108, 109).

Methods

While the texts of the syllabi included in this dataset date back to the mid-17th cen-
tury (more precisely the years: 1645, 1648, 1652, 1653), I collected them (i.e. the texts) as 
a comparative material for my research on the practical dimension of the art of persua-
sion in the life of the urban community of Gdańsk in the eighteenth century.

I built this dataset photographing particular entries by specific professors of the 
Gdańsk Academic Gymnasium (e.g. Peter Oelhaf, Johann Mochinger, Heinrich Nicolai, 
Johann Raue, Georg Neufeld, Johann Maukisch, Daniel Lagus, Michael Falck, Johann 
Peter Titz). I also transcribed photographed fragments of the syllabi. The spelling was 
standardised in the transcription. I applied words from the Latin dictionaries currently in 
use (e.g. A Latin Dictionary, ed. by Ch. Lewis, Ch. Short, and Słownik łacińsko-polski, ed. 
by J. Korpanty, etc.). I tried to eliminate some punctuation marks. I left those that reflect 
the syntax boundaries of particular parts in compound-complex sentences, or facilitate 
the reading process thanks to separation of e.g. the construction of ablativus absolutus. 
I did not pay too much attention to the rhetorical structure of the utterances. The rhe-
torical punctuation system can be seen in the attached photographs. Importantly, this 
transcription should not be regarded as an edition of a text, since it (i.e. the transcription) 
does not respect all of the rules used in the editing of Neo-Latin texts.

All photos have been pre-edited (cutting and sharpening some shots). The photo-
graphs were taken with a digital camera. Text files were created using popular text ap-
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plications (in the Windows environment: MS Word, Notepad). A special folder contains 
files with individual entries by specific professors. The dataset also contains a file contain-
ing all of the transcribed entries. In addition, the user will find an information file (for-
mats: csv, xlsx), which facilitates navigating among the transcribed professorial entries. It 
contains: the number of the print in the volume, the number of the photograph file, the 
year of the publication, printed or default signature of the sheet or the catchword, and 
references to the name of the author of the entry or title page and number of the file (all 
title pages and professor entries separately).

Data records

The resolution of the photograph (JPG file format) is good enough to get a magni-
fication that allows for fairly comfortable reading of most of the textual original. I also 
included text files (extension: txt and docx) in this dataset with the transcription of the 
Latin manuscript and the information file in csv, xlsx and txt formats. This amounts to: 
30 txt files (0.04 MB), 18 photograph files (resolution of 1.48 MB to 3 MB; total: 44.5 MB) 
and 2 all-in-one text files, i.e. the transcription of all entries (0.05 MB and 0.04 MB), as 
well as 3 information files (names: readme_a_Ma3920_8o.txt, readme_b_Ma3920_8o.csv, 
readme_b_Ma3920_8o.xlsx).

Data quality and availability

I was verifying the data during the acquisition of the photo material, as well as during 
its development. I evaluated the quality of the photographs: the purpose being to obtain 
a satisfactory focus of the photograph. The text files in turn were verified by reading the 
transcript several times and comparing it with the photo material.

Dataset DOI 
10.34808/823g-1y16

Dataset License 
CC-BY
If you want to use the photos, you must should indicate that the photographed objects 
come from the collection of the Gdańsk Library of the Polish Academy of Sciences.
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