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Abstract: This study presents a hybrid technique for the analysis of circular waveguide junctions loaded with axially
symmetrical ferrite posts of irregular shape. The method is based on a combination of the finite-difference frequency-
domain technique with a mode-matching technique. The proposed approach is validated by comparing the presented
results with numerical ones obtained from commercial software. The application of a cylindrical junction loaded with

ferrite posts with reciprocal and non-reciprocal devices is presented and discussed.

1 Introduction

Microwave devices utilising ferrite materials have been studied in the
literature for decades [1-8]. Depending on the direction and spatial
distribution of the biasing magnetic field it is possible to obtain
different phenomena, such as field displacement [1, 2, 4-6],
birefringence [7, 8] or Faraday rotation [3]. These effects are
commonly utilised to design such non-reciprocal devices as
circulators [1-4], isolators [5, 6] or phase shifters [7, 8].

The rigorous analytical solution of structures containing ferrite
materials is limited to simple geometries for which the solution of
wave equation can be determined [9-12]. Since, the analytical
fields in ferrite posts have been known, they can be matched with
the outer fields to calculate scattering parameters of waveguide
structures or to determine the scattered field for open structures. In
[12], utilising the solution in spherical coordinates, the radar
cross-section of a configuration composed of concentric ferrite
spheres was calculated. In [10, 13], the mode-matching (MM)
technique was applied to determine the scattering parameters of
circulator loaded with ferrite sphere and power divider loaded with
ferrite cylinders, respectively.

In the case of structures containing ferrite posts with more complex
geometry, the analytical solution is difficult or impossible to determine.
Hence, the solution for such structures can be obtained by the more
universal discrete techniques, for example, the finite-difference
time-domain (FDTD) [14-16] or the finite element method (FEM)
[17, 18]. The discrete techniques allow to take into account in the
analysis the ferrite posts with arbitrary shape [14] and the direction
of biasing magnetisation [16, 17]. However, in order to obtain
sufficient accuracy of the results for complex structures, the
high-density mesh has to be used, leading to long analysis time and
high requirements for memory and CPU usage. In such cases hybrid
techniques [19-21] combining analytical and discrete methods are
more convenient. In this approach, discrete methods such as FEM or
FDTD are utilised in the limited region where the analytical solution
of the problem is difficult to determine. Next, the discrete solution is
combined with analytically defined fields in the outer region. The
advantages of this approach include higher versatility in comparison
to analytical techniques [9-12] and lower numerical complexity in
comparison to discrete techniques [14-18].

In this paper, a hybrid technique, previously presented in [22, 23], is
developed for the analysis of circular waveguide structures containing
an arbitrary configuration of ferrite posts. The proposed method is
based on the combination of the finite-difference frequency-domain
(FDFD) technique with the MM method. In my approach each
object/configuration of objects is enclosed by an artificial sphere
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with boundary conditions defined by a transmission matrix [23].
The transmission matrix relates the incident field to the scattered
field at the outer area of the artificial sphere, and is determined with
the use of the finite-difference technique. Next, utilising the MM
technique the discrete solution is combined with the analytical fields
in the waveguide junction, resulting in scattering parameters of the
structure. The advantage of assumed spherical representation of the
object is the simplicity of matching fields defined on its surface
with the fields coming from waveguide junction. Moreover, utilising
additional theorem of spherical functions the transmission matrix of
the configuration composed of arbitrary rotated and located objects
can be easily derived. In order to speed up the analysis with the
presented approach, we focus on axially magnetised and
symmetrical ferrite posts. This allows us to reduce a
three-dimensional (3D) problem to a two-and-a-half-dimensional
one (2.5D). The convergence and validity of the approach are
verified. The numerical results are compared with those obtained
from commercial software and good agreement is observed.

2 Formulation of the problem

The investigated structure of waveguide junction is presented in Fig. 1.

The waveguide junction is loaded with axially symmetrical ferrite
posts of irregular shape magnetised in a direction parallel to their
axes of symmetry. In the analysis of the structure, the hybrid
approach combining the FDFD technique with the MM technique
is applied. In this approach, two main stages can be distinguished.
First, each ferrite post in the structure is analysed separately with
the use of the FDFD technique defined in a limited spherical
region enclosing the object. As a result, the transmission matrix T
relating an incident with scattered fields for each post/configuration
in the structure is determined. Then, utilising the MM technique
we match the fields from waveguide ports with the fields defined
at the artificial spherical surfaces enclosing the investigated objects
and as a result we obtain the scattering parameters of the junction.
Section 2.1 presents the details of the scattering matrix calculation
for the waveguide junction loaded with a spherical object
represented by the transmission matrix. In Section 2.2, the outline
of the T-matrix calculation for configuration of arbitrary located
and rotated ferrite objects with irregular shape is presented.

2.1  S-matrix

The investigated waveguide junction loaded with spherical object is
presented in Fig. 2. In order to analyse the problem, the considered
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Fig. 1 Investigated structure of waveguide junction loaded with ferrite
posts

structure is divided into two regions of investigations (see Fig. 2):
region I, located inside the sphere of radius R, and region II,
located outside this sphere in the cylindrical waveguide.

The longitudinal components of electric and magnetic fields in the
ith waveguide junction port (region II) take the following form,
suppressing ¢’ time dependence [24]
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where v,,, =/ p2,, — k& is the propagation coefficient along the
z-axis, P, 1s the transverse wavenumber, k) = w,/1;€, is the
wavenumber in free space, w=2xf, and f, is the frequency of
analysis. In above equations ,,,(0, @)= Co(Prmp)e™?, Ju() is
the Bessel function of the mth order, C,,, are the normalisation
coefficients defined as follows [24]
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where &, denotes the Kronecker delta and #, and 7., are
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transmission and reflection coefficients in the ith waveguide port,
respectively. Transverse components of electric and magnetic
fields can be easily derived from Maxwell equations [24] utilising
relations (1) and (2).

In region I, the total tangential to the surface S components of
electric and magnetic fields are expressed as follows [25]
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where 1y = \/1o/€0» z,11(~) and zﬁ(-) denote spherical Bessel and
second kind Hankel functions of the nth order, M, and N, are
vector functions defined as follows
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and P}'(-) is an associated Legendre function [25].

To determine the scattering matrix of the junction, first we enforce
the tangential field continuity conditions on the surface S, which
take the following form
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i={1,2}, p=Rsinh, Z=Rcos 0, 0€[0, ] and ¢ € [0, 27]. To
solve the problem, the vector functions defined by (5) and (6) are
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Fig. 2 Determination of scattering parameters of waveguide junction loaded with ferrite object represented by T-matrix
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Fig. 3 Determination of T-matrix with the use of hybrid FDFD/MM approach [23]

used as testing functions for the electric field continuity (7).
Simultaneously, the magnetic fields (8) are cross-multiplied by
electric field modal vectors of the cylindrical waveguide. The
resultant set of linear equations can be written in a matrix form as
follows

MEt+ MEr = MY A, + M5 A, (11)
Mt My =M 4, + M4, (12)

For the sake of brevity all matrices are defined in Appendix 1.
The field expansion coefficients in (3) and (4) can be related using
transmission matrix 7" [26, 27] as follows

Ay = TA, (13)

where A, is a column vector of known incident field coefficients 4,,,,
(e.g. plane wave or incident waveguide fields) and A, is a column
vector of the unknown scattered field coefficients A,,,,.
Substituting (13) into (11) and (12) and after some manipulations
we obtain

§ = (M — ym®)" (vmF — M"') (14)
where

Y = (MY + TMY) (M? + TME) ™ (15)
Since the T-matrix defined for fields in spherical coordinates is
known we can easily determine the scattering parameters of the

junction. The evaluation of the 7-matrix for axially symmetrical
ferrite posts will be the subject of the following section.
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Fig. 4 Determination of T-matrix for arbitrary configuration of objects

a Post rotation
b Arbitrarily spaced spherical objects
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2.2 T-matrix

In order to determine the T-matrix we utilise the FDFD/MM technique.
Since this technique has been thoroughly described in [23] for dielectric/
metallic objects and does not involve any special modification for ferrite
posts, we will skip its description in this paper (Fig. 3).

The calculated T-matrix depends on the geometry and material
properties of the object, but not on the excitation. Hence, this
approach allows us to limit our consideration to region II, where
the scatterer is treated as an effective sphere described by its
T-matrix. For such an effective sphere the scattered field can be
found for any incident wave. The advantage of this approach is
that the transmission matrix of the object rotated by any set of
Euler angles a, B, y [28] (see Fig. 4a) can be simply derived from
the following analytical relation

Top,=D"'TD (16)
where

D = diag{Dy, D,, ..., Dy}
and D, are matrices of coefficients defined by the recurrence
relations presented in [29].

Moreover, in the analysis of multiple object configurations the
iterative scattering procedure (ISP) formulated in spherical
coordinates can be used [30, 31] (see Fig. 4b). In this procedure,
each scatterer is represented by the 7-matrix. In the ISP, we
assume that the incident field on a single post in the Pth iteration
is derived from the scattered field from the remaining posts in the
previous iteration. At the end of the procedure, the total electric
and magnetic fields on surface S, are obtained. Bearing in mind
that the scattered field obtained during the iteration process depends

783


http://mostwiedzy.pl

A\ MOST

"\ ferrite
cylinder

Fig. 5 [Investigated structure of circular waveguide loaded with ferrite
cylinder (R =10 mm, r =3 mm, h =15 mm, €. =15, M; = 1800 Gs and H; = 0)

on the unknown coefficients of the zero-order incident field, the
investigated configuration of posts can be described by the total
transmission matrix 7. In the above procedure, the fields between
each scatterer are translated using an additional theorem of vector
spherical harmonics [29]. For particular configurations of objects,
the ISP can be sped-up by using the nested ISP [11]. In this
approach, at first the effective spheres are evaluated in smaller
groups of objects. Next, the total transmission matrix is determined
for the group of effective spheres defined in the previous step.

3 Numerical results

The accuracy of the presented approach depends on the number of
eigenfunctions used to expand the fields in each region of the
structure and the mesh density in the FDFD analysis. Hence,
the convergence of the presented approach was investigated and
the obtained results are presented in Section 3.1. Next, in Section
3.2, the proposed approach was applied to the analysis of different
types of circular waveguide structures loaded with ferrite posts.
The calculations of the proposed model were performed in
MATLAB environment on Pentium i7-950 3.06 GHz. In order to
validate our approach, the obtained results are compared with
those calculated using commercial software HFSS [32].

3.1 Convergence
The convergence of the proposed approach was verified for the

structure shown in Fig. 5. The structure is composed of circular
waveguide containing axially magnetised ferrite cylinder.

= _10

Magnitude S (dB
I
o

-20+ ;
—S, 4y1(1) ~ FOFD/MM
S oo
1(1)1(1)
_"'52{1;1(_1]_HFSS i :
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a

Fig. 6 Scattering parameters of the structure from Fig. 5 for TE,; excitation

a E-field polarised along the z-axis
b E-field polarised along the x-axis
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Table 1 Absolute value of percentage error 8Sy1(1) of scattering
parameters for structure from Fig. 5

N¢ N Mesh density (W=1xJ)
20x 30 40 x 60 80 x 120 160 x 240
2 2 30.8334 27.0733 26.5455 26.2546
4 14.3776 8.1230 6.9060 6.3367
6 14.8325 7.9226 6.2160 5.3242
8 14.7982 7.8944 6.2418 5.3711
4 2 35.7415 31.0444 30.0376 30.9835
4 15.6678 6.1302 3.0636 2.6405
6 16.0679 6.1808 2.3696 0.7246
8 16.0327 6.1573 2.3687 0.6336
6 2 36.0202 29.0379 27.7809 27.3980
4 16.4116 6.6195 2.8101 1.2758
6 16.0811 6.1490 2.3238 0.5994
8 16.0405 6.1331 2.3327 0.5860
8 2 36.6804 28.9989 27.7337 27.3617
4 16.7355 6.8836 3.0861 1.5078
6 16.0738 6.1542 2.3388 0.5945
8 16.0409 6.1331 2.3290 0.5823

In such structures, the field displacement phenomena are
observed. Since, the ferrite post is placed at the centre of the
waveguide and magnetised along the z-axis, there will be no
difference in transmission coefficients (S,; =S1;). Hence,
considered structure is reciprocal and only scattering parameters
related to port (1) excitation are presented. The scattering
parameters of the investigated structure were calculated for
different number of eigenfunctions Ny and N in (1)-(4) and
different mesh densities. The convergence of the reflection
coefficient for TE],-mode is presented in Table 1.

The following error criterion was assumed

S _SRA fmax
Szw, where || - || = j |12 df
||S” H Sumin

and S®* is frequency-dependent scattering pattern obtained from a
Richardson approximation [33]. From the results in Table 1, it can
be seen that the percentage error & decreases with the increasing
number of eigenfunctions Nyand N used to expressed the fields in
the analysis and the number of mesh densities /. For N, =8, N=
6 and W=160x%240 the error is up to 0.59%. The frequency-
dependent characteristics of reflection coefficients are presented in
Fig. 6 for the chosen number N=6, N, =4 of eigenfunctions and
mesh density W=80 x 120 and compared with those calculated with
the use of commercial software [32]. From the presented results, it

)
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Fig. 7 Investigated structure of circular waveguide filter loaded with transversally magnetised two ferrite spheres resonators (waveguide housing R =10 mm,
r;=3.79mm, ry=7.62mm, r;=4.81 mm, [; =1.16 mm, I, =7.48 mm, I3 = 1.04 mm, ferrite spheres ry=3.42 mm, €, =15 and M, = 1800 Gs)

a Schematic view of the structure
b Scattering parameters for H;= {1, 5, 9} kA/m
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Fig. 8 [Investigated structure of circular waveguide Faraday rotator with longitudinally magnetised three ferrite cylinders (waveguide housing R =10 mm,

ferrite cylinders: r=2.5 mm, [ =11 mm, €, =15, M; = 1800 Gs,

a Schematic view of the structure
b Amplitude scattering parameters

H; =0, spacing of cylinders d =8 mm)

¢ Phase of transmission coefficients — subscript outside brackets denotes port number and subscript inside brackets denotes mode number — solid line: FDFD/MM, dashed line: HFSS
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can be noticed that the chosen values of N, Nyand W are enough to
obtain satisfactory accuracy compared to the reference results.

The time of analysis for these parameters using proposed approach
was about 5.8 s per single frequency point, whereas the calculation
time of HFSS with 9432 tetrahedra was about 18 s.

3.2 Applications

In order to validate the proposed approach we applied it to the
analysis of two structures presented in Figs. 7a and 8a. The first
analysed structure is a circular waveguide filter composed of two
transversely (along the x-axis) magnetised ferrite spheres,
presented in Fig. 7a.

The scattering parameters of the investigated filter were calculated
for TE|; mode polarised along the direction of the biasing magnetic
field. Three different values of internal magnetic field H;= {1, 5, 9}
kA/m (see Fig. 7b) were assumed in the analysis. Since, similarly to
structure from Fig. 5, the analysed waveguide junction is reciprocal
only scattering parameters related to port (1) excitation are presented.
From the obtained results, it can be seen that for H; =0 the filter has
an operation bandwidth with a 20 dB reflection coefficient in a
frequency range from 10.691 to 10.703 GHz (Af=12 MHz). When
the biasing magnetic field is changed, the operation bandwidth of
the filter shifts towards higher frequencies, thus allowing for
tuning characteristics of the filter. The obtained results are
compared with those calculated using commercial software HFSS
and good agreement is obtained. The computations using the
proposed approach were carried out for =80 x 120 mesh cells,
M=8 and N; =8, N, =6, N;=10, N,=4 for the cavities with radii
r1, ra, r3 and ry, respectively. The analysis time of proposed
approach was about 24 s per single frequency point whereas the
calculation time of HFSS with 67268 tetrahedra was about 108 s.

The next investigated structure is a cylindrical waveguide loaded
with three longitudinally magnetised ferrite cylinders (see Fig. 8a).
For the considered structure, the scattering parameters were
calculated and presented in Fig. 85 assuming two orthogonally
polarised TE;; modes.

From the presented results, it can be noticed that at frequency f, =
9.55 GHz the signal is equally divided between two orthogonally
polarised TE;; output modes, thus allowing to obtain 45° rotation
of the electromagnetic field. The phase of the transmission
coefficients (see Fig. 8c) defined between opposite ports
and orthogonal modes depends on the excited port (e.g. S>2)11) #
Si(1)22)), which means that the structure is non-reciprocal. This
property can be utilised in the realisation of circulators or isolators
for wireless communication systems. The obtained results are
compared with those obtained from commercial software HFSS.
Once again satisfactory agreement is observed between the
presented results. The calculations using proposed approach were
carried out for W=80x 120 mesh cells, M=8 and N=8. The
analysis time of proposed approach was about 12s per single
frequency point whereas the calculation time of HFSS with 45029
tetrahedra was about 89s. For the considered in this section
structures the proposed technique was at least about five times
faster than commercial software based on FEM.

4 Conclusion

This paper presents a hybrid technique for the analysis of circular
waveguide junctions loaded with axially symmetrical ferrite posts.
The method is based on the combination of the FDFD technique
with MM method. The convergence of the method is verified and
discussed. The proposed technique is applied to the analysis of
microwave devices such as filter or Faraday rotator. The obtained
results are compared to those obtained utilising commercial
software, and good agreement is observed. The proposed approach
allows us to speed up the analysis in comparison to commercial
software, and despite its geometrical limitations seems to be quite
attractive approach for the analysis of waveguide junctions loaded
with ferrite posts.
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7 Appendix

In (11) and (12), matrices of electric Mﬁ,), Mﬁz) and magnetic fields
My, M ﬁz) are block diagonal matrices with respect to m parameter
and take a the following form

E —
wryym —

t(r),m 1r),m

MEN JIM MEN ,TE

t(r),m

MEMT™ g TE
|: :| am

Hr),m

where
M v _ v :
I:MEt(r),m:Inl_ j JS t(r),lm * Mil(—m) sin 6 d6 d@

N, .
[ME’(’;”’]MZ jL tim - Nou_my sin 0 d6 de

and v={TM, TE}, Ey,,,, denotes the /mth term of the transmitted
(t) and reflected (r) tangential electric field defined on spherical
surface S in region II

MM
Mgy = [ME“””” X } ()
,m N,N
0 ME ;) ,,
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where
2n(n + 1)
MM 1y 1(2)
(MEly,| = iy 2D 0rz, (ko)
1@m ], 2n+1 kyror
TM,TM TM,TE
H _ |: MHt(r),m MHt(r),m i| (19)
trym — TE,TM TE,TE
MH t(r),m MH t(r),m
where
X
[mmg3,,| = j j Hi (Egy.n) sin6do dg
TMN TM,M
M |:MH1(2),m MH i| 20)
12)m — TE,N TE,M
MH 3, MH;),
where

[MH?;’ZV)M]”I: j j ) N, x (ED) sin 6 d6 de

EZE I j R (ET ) sin6 d6 de

The column vector of transmission coefficients ¢ takes the form
_[,IM ™ ,TE TE7T DI PO O] )
t=[0, o), ] and £) = [tmo, £, ...,tmN].
The column vector of reflection coefficients r is defined analogously.
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